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ALL INDIA STATE BANK OFFICERS’ FEDERATION 

(Registered under the Trade Unions Act 1926, Registration No: 727/MDS)

State Bank Buildings, St. Mark’s Road, Bangalore – 560 001

CIRCULAR NO.14
                           DATE: 21.02.2013 
TO ALL AFFILIATES/MEMBERS: 
OFFICERS IN STATE BANK EXHIBIT MILITANCY AGAIN

ATTEMPTS OF THE MANAGEMENT TO TERRORIZE OUR MEMBERS FAIL

2 DAYS’ STRIKE ON 20TH AND 21ST IN SBI IS A MASSIVE SUCCESS

A FEATHER IN THE CAP OF THE FEDERATION

It is a strong message to the Management of the Bank that the dubious method of hoodwinking and terrorizing the rank and file across the country does not impact the striking will of the members of the Federation.  Ever since the preparations for the grand implementation of 2 days strike on 20th and 21st February, 2013 commenced in State Bank of India under the directives of the Federation, the Management of the bank resorted to a series of measures aiming at denigrating the strength of the Federation and also its leadership across the country with a view to dissuade our members from responding to the call given by the Federation along with the other Central Trade Unions and also the strike notice served by the United Forum of Bank Unions on our behalf.  Thanks, to our membership who are committed to the organization and believed in exercising their legitimate trade union right of participation in the strike to ventilate their grievances, they did not heed to any of the dubious methods adopted by the Management.

2.
Comrades, the Management for the first time took extra-ordinary initiative to reach the rank and file across the country through their executives both through written communications as well as oral approach to tell the members not to participate in the strike and to attend to the work.  They chose the senior officers in scale IV and V to begin with.  Thereafter they addressed similar communication to all other officers in order to terrorize them about the consequences that they have to face in case they participate in the strike action. The issue of letters and circulars cautioning the members not to participate in the strike is not the first time.  It was a routine communication which was being sent in all the earlier situation as well.  But the Management on this occasion took keen interest and adopted all measures to nullify the strike effect.  The Management also felt that the junior officers in particular the Probationary Officers/Trainee Officers and Specialist Officers etc., were the soft target and approached them through the controllers in different parts to dissuade them from participating in the strike.

3.
Our members may recollect that the top executives addressed video conferences on a number of occasions and advised the members not to heed to the call given by the Federation and not to follow the leaders of the organization. These attempts failed to evoke the expected response from the Management. It was yet another instance of demonstrative action on the part of our members to discard these attempts and obey the call given by the Federation. The members rallied round the banner of the Federation and responded to the strike call given by the Federation in a telling manner. The strike was total.  The demonstrations and rallies all over the country were attended by our colleagues in large numbers and the leaders of the Circle Associations were able to mobilize all the members to participate in the strike despite series attacks of the Management.

4.
The reports received at the Federation Office indicate that the strike was total in all parts of the country in State Bank of India. The Bank shutters were virtually downed and the bank could not put through any business transactions despite their ugly attempts to break the strike.  We are proud of our members and convey our gratitude on behalf of the leadership of the entire Federation and appeal to our members not to yield to the rumours and threats hurled by the Management and be committed to the cause of the Federation.

5.
The Federation has a long history of struggles and sacrifice for the last 50 years. It has seen several ups and downs and did not dither in those situations and continued to grow from strength to strength for the simple reason that this organization is not a gratis of the Management nor any individual, it is solidly built through the sweat and blood of thousands and thousands of our comrades and leaders through the sustained sacrifice over the last 5 decades. We owe a debt of gratitude to all who made our working conditions comfortable through their sacrifice and hence any attempt by the Management to undermine this great sacrifice and contributions by our veterans will be retaliated and blunted by us with full force at our command.

6.
The United Forum of Bank Unions will meet shortly and take appropriate steps for continuation of our campaign on the issues that were raised in the Strike Notice. The UFBU will also pursue the issue of salary revision and the need for serious negotiations on the 10th bipartite meeting with the Indian Banks’ Association.

7.
We congratulate all our members for this splendid performance, and display of solidarity and unity with the Federation and appeal to them to rally round this great institution which is known as the first largest managerial, supervisory cadre in the world and be committed to the cause for which this Federation is committed for all times to come.

8.
We note to keep you advised of further developments in the matter.
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               (D.S.RISHABADAS)
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